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The Mecklenburg Resolves

WHEREAS, By an Address presented to His Majesty by both Housesof Pariament, in February lat,
the American colonios ae daclared to b ina state o actal ebelion we conceive that all laws and
commissions confirmed by, or derived from the autharityof the King or Parliament,are anmulled and
vacated, and theformer civl constitution of these colonies or the present, whlly suspended. To
provide, in some degre, for the exigencies of these coloniss, n the present alarming period, we deem
it proper and necessary o pass the ollowing Resolves,

1. Resolved, That whosoever diectly o indireclly abetted, o in any way, form,or mane,
countenanced the unchartered and dangerous invasion o out rights, as claimed by Great Brtain s
an enemmy to this County,to Americ, and to the inherent an inalienable rights of man.

2 Resolved, Thatwe the citzens o Mecklenburg Couny, do hereby dissolv the plitcal bands.
which have connected st the Mother Countey, and hereby absolve ourselvs from all llegiance to
the Bitsh Crovwn, and abjure llpolitcal connection, contrac,or association, with that Nation, ko,
have wantanly trampled on our rights and Liberties and inhumanly shed the innocent blood of
American patiot at Lexington,

3. Resolved, Thatwe do heraby decare ourselves a free and independent people, are, and of right
ught o be,  sovereign and sclf-governing Association under the control of o power other than
thatof our God and the General Covernment of the Congress; to the maintenance of which.
independence,we solemly pledge t each other, our mtual cooperation our lives,our fortunes, and
ur mostsacred honor.

3. Resalved, Thatas we now acknowledge the exstence and controlof o lavs ar legal officer, civlor
‘miltary, within tis County, we do hercby ordain and adopt a arul o i, all,each and every of
urformer aws - where, nevertheles,the Croven of Great Brtain ever can be considered as holding
sighis, priviloge, mmuritis, o uthority therein.

5. Resolved, Thatit i also further decreed, tha all,each and every miliary oficer inthis County,is
heroby reinstted to i former command and authority, he acting conformably o these regulatons,
and tha every member presént ofthis delegation shall enceforth b a ivil officer, iz  Justice of the
Peace, inthe character of a Commitice-man, 1o issue process, hear and determine all matersof
controversy, according t said adopted laws, and t preserve peace, and urion, and harmeny, in said
County, and to use every exertion tospread the love of country and i of reedom throughout
‘America, unil a more general and organized government beestablished i this province.
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