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World War II: The Atomic Bomb: The End or the Beginning?
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Directions: As you are watching the video about the atomic bomb please answer the following questions. If you miss an answer please do not bother the person next to you – we will go over the video guide at the end of class.

Background: This video traces the development of the atomic bomb, code named the Manhattan Project. The video introduces key players involved in its creation. The types of top-secret research conducted at the facilities in Tennessee, Washington and New Mexico, are also discussed. The program addressed the development of the B-29 aircraft to carry the bombs nicknamed “Little Boy” and “Fat Man”. The video explores the conflicting political opinions over staging a test of the atomic bomb, which is conducted in New Mexico. President Truman waits at the Potsdam Conference in Germany for results and acts swiftly to deploy the new weapon when Japan refuses to surrender. The program follows Colonel Tibbets and his crew on their flight in the Enola Gay to drop the first bomb over Hiroshima on August 6, 1945, and the flight of Captain Sweeney and his crew in Bock’s Car three days later to bomb Nagasaki. The devastation and casualties in both cities are staggering, and the decision to drop the atomic bombs remains controversial. Japan agrees to surrender, the United States and the Soviet Union emerge as world powers, and the Cold War begins.
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Vocabulary Words: 

Please read the following before the video begins to familiarize yourself with these important vocabulary words:

1. Atomic bomb – Extremely powerful and destructive weapon that uses a nuclear reaction called fission (or splitting) of the nuclei of such elements as plutonium or uranium; the first atomic bomb was successfully tested at New Mexico in July, 1945 and dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan, in August 1945, killing an estimated 200,000 people.
2. Cold War – A phrase describing the ongoing hostility and competition for global influence between the Soviet Union and the United States that began in 1945 and was rooted in differences in political and economic systems.

3. Manhattan Project – The code name for the top-secret mission effort by a group of scientists to develop the atomic bomb; the project began in 1942 and was directed by the U.S. Army.

4. Potsdam Conference – The summit of Allied leaders in Potsdam, Germany in July and August 1945 to determine issues involving postwar Germany and the war against Japan; President Harry Truman, Premier Josef Stalin of the Soviet Union, and British Prime Minister, Winston Churchill attended. 

Video Guide Questions: 
1. What role did Hungarian physicist Leo Szilard play in America’s development of the atomic bomb?
2. Who was Dr. Klaus Fuchs?
3. Did President Truman have any knowledge of the atomic bomb when he became President?

4. How did Japan respond to the Potsdam Declaration?

5. What was the name of the plane that flew the first atomic bombing mission?

6. Why did Japan not surrender after the bombing of Hiroshima?

7. What events eventually forced Japan to surrender?

8. What one condition of surrender was Japan granted?

9. What controversy surrounds the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki?

